Marquess of Donegall. This stone had a long inscription engraved upon it, beginning with Hoc nosocomium egrotis et arti mediccr sacrum.
In the centre of the stone were placed various articles emblematic of the civilization of the time. A piece of pottery " of exquisite workmanship, several silver and copper George III coins, a copper Jubilee medal, a Belfast almanac, a map of the town, a small quantity of linen yarn of one hundred hanks to the pound, impressions from the seal of the town and of the Royal Belfast Academical Institution, a small Bible about two inches square, a specimen of letterpress printing, a manuscript in Irish characters, and an inscription in Latin."
It is unfortunate that none of these articles was recovered during the demolition of the building in 1935, but a copy of the Latin inscription is known. A free translation is as follows:
" This hospital, dedicated to the sick and to the Art of Medicine, for the public health, for the cure of diseases, for the solace of the suffering, and for the practice of Medicine and Surgery, the citizens of Belfast here have erected under favourable auspices, amid the great goodwill and approval of the people and of the medical profession, the first stone of the building having been laid by the most noble George Augustus Marquess of Donegall, on the 5th June, in the Year of our Lord, 1815, and in the 55th year of the reign of King George the Third."
The building was completed at a cost of £5,000, with accommodation available for one hundred patients, and its doors opened as a hospital on 1st August, 1817.
During the first year of the hospital's existence a sub-committee of the Board of Management made the following interesting report:
" The Physicians and Surgeons of Belfast should be invited to place their pupils there to acquire experience by observing its practice, and in the course of a few years it might become a School of Physic and Surgery of no trifling importance to the young Medical Students of this neighbourhood and the Province of Ulster."
It was not, however, until three years later that the admission of pupils was authorised . . . each physician or surgeon to the hospital "to be allowed to introduce one pupil to assist in the care of his own patients, and each to be responsible for the conduct of his pupil."
In 1820 Mr. W. Bingham, afterwards a medical practitioner in Downpatrick, was admitted to the practice of the hospital as its first pupil. As time passed other pupils were admitted, but it was not until 3rd June, 1827 , that the first formal clinical lecture was delivered. This lecture was delivered by the man who was the real founder of the hospital, Dr. James McDonnell, and he thus became not only the founder of the hospital but the founder of the Belfast Medical School.
A definite Faculty of Medicine, however, did not exist, and two more years passed before steps were taken to " erect" such a Faculty in connection with the Royal Belfast Academical Institution. A good deal of obscurity hides the unofficial discussions that led to this move, but it is known that on 29th October, 1829, " the Joint Boards made a request to the Board of Faculty (of R.B.A.I.) for a report upon the advisability of the establishment of a Faculty of Medicine." The Board of Faculty immediately reported in its favour, pointing out that such a development had been contemplated at the original foundation of the Institution.* This report when made stated that three hundred medical students went from Ulster annually to other Colleges, and that many, if not most, would take advantage of an opportunity of home education. The Faculty stated as its view on the report that such an increase of Chairs would greatly improve the status of the Institution, and that the teaching of medicine would be useful to the hospital in the town, and raise the standard of medical education in the province.
The members of the medical and surgical staff of the General Hospital, who had been instrumental in the movement, forwarded to the Joint Boards of the Institution an official resolution supporting the new Faculty. This was followed by a deputation from the hospital in October, 1830, to the Joint Boards to bring proposals of a scheme for the establishment of Chairs within the Faculty, and suggesting the names of those medical men whom they thought worthy to be first holders of the Professorships.
Agreement was not reached on the terms of appointment, as the Joint Board wished to keep the nominations in their own hands. The hospital staff, on its side, holding that as they were the prime movers in the scheme, and as the Professors could not give clinical instruction unless they had access to their hospital, held to the view that it must have the deciding vote on any such appointment.
But in spite of this disagreement, the foundation of a Faculty of Medicine was agreed upon, the Court of Proprietors of the Institution met on 3rd March, 1831, and it was unanimously agreed to establish the Faculty. A scheme was prepared by Mr. James Tennant for the new Faculty, and these, after being printed and circulated " among eminent medical men throughout the United Kingdom " for their criticism, this scheme, with minor modifications, was adopted. A site was chosen for the erection of a Medical Building, plans were prepared by a Belfast architect, Mr. James Millar, under the superintendence of Dr. Drummond. A committee was appointed to collect subscriptions to defray the cost of the new building, and a sum of £2,000 was raised. A similar sum was granted by the Government, and with this sum of £4,000, the work was commenced.
Appointments to the staff of the new Faculty were made. Dr. James L. Drummond was appointed Professor of the combined subjects of Botany, Anatomy, and Physiology; Dr The Faculty as thus founded was handicapped in its work because of the absence of facilities for giving clinical instruction at the -bedside, as it was unconnected with the hospital. It seems unfortunate that this difficulty should have arisen, but it apparently was inevitable. The foundation of a Medical School had been laid by the staff of the hospital, and naturally they would not agree to resign in favour of a new staff elected by the Institution, in whose choice they had no voice. The members of the Joint Boards of the Institution on their side would accept no other terms but complete control of all appointments, with the result they opened their Faculty of Medicine without any means of imparting clinical instruction to its students.
The Joint Boards of the Institution soon found that it was quite impossible to conduct a Faculty of Medicine under such conditions, as the examining bodies would not accept students for examination until they had presented certificates showing that they had received an adequate hospital training. The question of establishing a hospital in connection with the Faculty then arose, and after some discussion it was agreed to establish such a hospital.
A building, known as the Old Barrack, came on the market in 1836, and the Institution purchased it from the Board of Works for £1,750. The Government agreed to make a grant of half this sum, on condition that an equal sum would be raised by private subscription. This condition was fulfilled, and the purchase was completed in 1837.
The purchase of this building used up all the available money in the hands of the Joint Boards of the Institution, and no funds were available either for equipment or for running the hospital. The fate of the proposed hospital hung in the balance. But just at this time an epidemic of typhus fever was taxing the resources of the Belfast Fever Hospitalt to such an extent that its committee was glad to come to an arrangement with the Institution to furnish and maintain the new hospital to relieve the congestion in the Fever Hospital, on condition that the Professors of the Institution would supply the medical attendance. In this way a teaching hospital was opened to the students in the Faculty of Medicine of the Royal Belfast Academical Institution, and the first fully equipped Medical School in Belfast organised. Chemistry -
Midwifery -
Materia Medica and Pharmacy --
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Natural History -
It will be noticed that this list, taken from the annual report of the R.B.A.I. for the year 1837, does not include Medicine. This subject was taught partly by the Professor of Surgery and partly by the Professors of Midwifery and of Materia Medica, until the end of session 1836-7, when Dr. Henry MacCormac was appointed to the newly created Chair of Medicine.
This phase in the effort to conduct a teaching hospital did not last for any great length of time. Difficulties were experienced in the dual authority, and the Fever Hospital finding expenses so heavy, the Barrack Hospital was soon closed.
In spite of the loss of a hospital for clinical teaching, the numbers of students attending the classes within the Faculty appear to have increased, and at one time the numbers reached no less a figure than seventy. This was probably due to the fact that students were able at this time to obtain clinical instruction separately in the General Hospital, Frederick Street.
At this period the status of Belfast as a town and centre of culture rapidly rose, due partly to the activities of a small but earnest band of business men with ideals beyond the mere task of accumulating wealth, and partly to the activities of the teaching staff of the R.B.A.I., which at that time was the centre of culture in the northern Ireland area. Influence was brought to bear on the Irish Government, as to the needs for higher education not only in Belfast but throughout Ireland as a whole, with the result that Queen Victoria on 31st July, 1845, gave her royal assent to the founding of a number of colleges for higher education in * Botany was taught by the Professor of Anatomy and Physiology.
Ireland. Letters patent were issued by Her Majesty on 30th December of the same year, in which, among other things, it was ordained:
"That in or near the town of Belfast, in the province of Ulster, in Ireland, there shall and may be erected and established a perpetual College for students in Arts, Law, Physics, and other useful learning, which College shall be called by the name of 'Queen's College, Belfast'."
The site of the College was selected on the Malone Road, on a piece of ground containing about eleven acres statute measure. At the time of its erection the College was situated at a distance from the city, " with fields, gardens, and hedgerows between the two. This was rather unfortunate for the Medical Faculty, as the General Hospital, where students could obtain clinical instruction, was situated in Frederick Street, at the other limit of the town.
The question of clinical instruction early engaged the attention of the authorities, and by a wise arrangement, an " understandings" was come to, whereby the College professors and lecturers were elected from amongst the members of the staff of the General Hospital, so that continuity in teaching was established. The two first scholars of the Faculty of Medicine in Queen's College were James Cuming, who was afterwards appointed to the Chair of Medicine in 1865, and Robert Dick, whose after-history appears to have been lost.
The newly founded College progressed, and with it the Faculty of Medicine expanded. Students increased in numbers, and with the increase in numbers, difficulties in details of administration arose. A Royal Commission was appointed to " inquire into the Progress and Condition " of the College in 1858, and it was shown there that the two great difficulties were the arrangements for teaching anatomy, and for giving clinical instruction.
In building Queen's College, it appears that no provision had been made for " a special department," and neither lecture-room nor dissecting-room had been built. To overcome this difficulty, the old dissecting-room in the R.B.A.I. was rented for twenty-five pounds per annum, and the use of a lecture-room in the College was granted, wherein lectures in the systematic part of the course were given. This plan, however, had the disadvantage of having the dissecting-room and the lecture-theatre about a mile apart, and involved a loss of an hour each day to students walking between the two rooms.
Professor Carlisle, giving evidence before the Commission, stated "If the dissecting-room was placed close to the College, one can well understand the student coming to his lecture, and being able to return to his dissections, and having dissected half an hour, come back to another lecture, and then go back to the dissecting-room.
" When he comes to a lecture now, he has to walk a mile, return again, dissect half an hour, and then go back again. "What we want is a suitable set of apartments in the neighbourhood of the College, with a dissecting-room of proper size, properly lighted from the top."
This desirable addition to the buildings in the College was not begun until 1862, and even then, only after considerable agitation had been raised. The President's report to Her Majesty on the condition of the College year after year contains references to the " want of proper apartments at the College for the purposes of Practical Anatomy." In his report for the session 1861-2, he states:
" This serious evil impairs the efficiency of the Medical Faculty, and constitutes the chief hindrance to the full development in Belfast of a very large and prosperous Medical School."
The medical building was ready for occupation in 1866, and had accommodation for a dissecting-room, lecture-room, and a medical museum. But the building did not include the complete plans which had been drawn up by the Board of Works of the Irish Government, and no provision was made for a physiological laboratory. This deficiency was not made good until 1897.
Another difficulty reviewed at the Commission of 1858 was the small number of hospital beds available for clinical teaching. The General Hospital contained " about two hundred beds, with an average of eighty to ninety patients during the winter session." As there were at this time an average of seventy students, this number of patients was nothing like sufficient for their proper training in clinical observation. It was, therefore, suggested that the Workhouse Hospital, which contained " some hundreds of beds and generally pretty-well filled," should be made accessible to students.* Permission for students to enter the Workhouse Hospital had been obtained only after considerable trouble. But in spite of this permission, students were unable to gain an entrance into the wards. This was shown by Dr. McGee, a Poor Law Guardian, in his evidence before the 1858 Commission, to be due to the following facts:
" During 1857 the Government introduced a Bill into the House of Commons, which was subsequently withdrawn, to make entrance of students to the Workhouse Wards legal. The Guardians opposed this Bill, as they believed that it gave the Council of the Queen's College power to appoint or direct the appointment of physicians to attend on the treatment of patients in the Workhouse Hospital, and these Physicians or Medical Attendants might be Professors in the Queen's College.
At a later date (1858) resolved to carry out the arrangement, and in 1858 Dr. James Seaton Reid (afterwards Professor of Materia Medica in Queen's College) gave clinical instruction to students in the hospital, and to these classes 28 students enrolled." Dr. McGee also stated: " It would be a great advantage if the students were allowed admission to the Lunatic Asylum."
The question of admission of students to the Wards of the Workhouse Hospital arose from time to time, and students obtained permission to go round the wards with the visiting physicians and surgeons of the general wards. This arrangement, however, was entirely a private one between the students and physicians and surgeons concerned, a most unsatisfactory arrangement, as certificates for attendance on the practice of these gentlemen were not recognised by any examining body. But in 1926 an advance was made in this arrangement, whereby residence of medical students was permitted by the Guardians, and certificates for such attendance, including the practice of midwifery, were recognised. Unfortunately, a disturbance occurred on a night when students and/or resident medical officers were celebrating not wisely but too well, and the Guardians withdrew this undoubted privilege.
Many of the earlier students of the Faculty did not enter for a University degree,* but were satisfied with the diplomas from licensing bodies. Alexander Gordon, M.D., Professor of Surgery in the Belfast Queen's College, giving evidence before the Commission of 1858, referred to this matter in the following words:
" In the medical department of the Army, candidates who have a degree of A.B. or A.M. as well as that of M.D., will be preferred, but the name of no candidate can be placed on the list who does not present the diploma of either the College of Surgeons of London, Edinburgh or Dublin. The regulations of the Navy Board state that no person can be admitted as an assistant surgeon in the Royal Navy who shall not produce a diploma or certificate from one of the Royal Colleges of Surgeons of England, Edinburgh, Dublin, or Glasgow."
Another point mitigating against students proceeding to University degrees was that by an Act of 1851, candidates for appointments as dispensary medical officers were ineligible unless they possessed diplomas of the Colleges, even if they possess the University degree of M.D.
The reason for this act was that surgical and medical training were, in most cases, quite separate, and the diploma or degree only authorised its owner to practise surgery or medicine.
The medical curriculum of the Faculty in Queen's College, Belfast, in 1858 normally extended over a period of four years, divided into periods of at least two years each. In addition to the above, candidates had to attend a three-months course of practical chemistry; a six-months course in a recognised " Medico-Chirurgical Hospital " of at least sixty beds; a three-months course in a recognised midwifery hospital of not less than thirty beds, or a six-months course in a hospital of not less than fifteen beds; a second course of eighteen months in a recognised "MedicoChirurgical Hospital " of at least sixty beds, and a three-months course of practical pharmacy. Students were also required to attend a six-months course in Queen's College of a modern language, and a similar course of natural philosophy.
During the years which followed, the Medical Faculty continued to flourish. Able teachers were appointed to the professorial chairs, and students increased not only in total numbers, but their general education began to improve.
During the session of 1849-50, out of a total of 55 students on the rolls, 27 were non-matriculated students, and 28 matriculated; during session 1877-8 the total roll rose to 281 medical students, of whom 243 had matriculated, leaving only 38 non-matriculated students. To-day the total number of non-matriculated students out of a total roll of 649 (including 87 women) is only 13, and in addition to the University entrance examination, every student must pass a qualifying examination in physics and chemistry. In addition to these numbers on the rolls of the classes for medical students, there are in addition 41 men and 7 women proceeding to the L.D.S.*
The steadily growing numbers of medical students within the Faculty caused the usual congestion, and in the President's report for 1885-6, it is stated that " the classes of practical anatomy which during the past two years has averaged more than 200 students, met in a room measuring 75 feet by 25 feet."
The President drew the Government's attention to the following points: "We require a new room specially lighted and furnished for histological researches. . . . We require a fully equipped physiological and histological laboratory. At present the professors are obliged to labour in small rooms and attics, inconveniently situated and imperfectly lighted. The plans by Mr. Owen provide for the above wants, and I now again venture, very respectfully and very earnestly, to press for the immediate erection of the buildings we so much need."
The President of the College continued to " venture very respectfully to press" for these needed buildings, but many years passed before they were erected, from funds obtained from the Treasury, and a block of buildings built to house the department of physiology (and for many years also the department of pathology in additiont).
The School, for changes in the policy of the College were discussed. These changes resulted in the foundation of the Queen's University of Belfast, complete as a unit in itself, with power to organize its own courses of instruction, and to examine its own students, and to confer degrees in Arts, Science, Law, and Medicine. The new University Charter was granted on 21st December, 1908, its first * The numbers of students during the session 1889-90 were increased by the admittance of women into the Medical Faculty for the first time. In the President's report for that session, Dr. Hamilton wrote:
" It has been a matter of great satisfaction to me .. . that these young ladies have applied themselves to their work with the most laudable assiduity and success, and that their admission to the medical classes was attended with good results in every way."
There were five women students admitted that year, but apparently only two of them proceeded to a University degree. These women students were Miss Eliza Gould Bell and Miss Henrietta Rosetta Neill.
t Pharmacology (founded in 1928) , and many lectureships as well. A sub-division of the Faculty was opened as a Department of Dentistry in 1920 (in conjunction with the Royal Victoria Hospital), with a full staff of lecturers, and with power to examine students for degrees and diplomas in dentistry.
Facilities for clinical teaching have kept pace with the advances of the Faculty within the University, and in 1903 the old General Hospital in Frederick Street, which has passed through many vicissitudes, including a change in name to Victoria, and in 1899 to the Royal Victoria Hospital, was closed, and a new and modern hospital building opened on the Grosvenor Road, by His Majesty King Edward VII. This new Royal Victoria Hospital cost £120,000 to erect, and since then many thousands of pounds have been spent on extending it, until to-day it has developed into one of the most modern general hospitals in Europe. It had a total admission to its wards in 1935 of 6,453 patients, divided over medical, surgical, gynaecological, and ophthalmic departments, and a register in the out-patient department of 45,699 patients.
The other general hospital, recognised by the University for instruction of students, is the Mater Infirmorum Hospital. This hospital, like the Royal Victoria, had a small beginning in 1883 under the care of the Sisters of Mercy. But since that date the work of the hospital has extended in many directions, and in 1900 a new and modern building was erected, and since then many additions have been made. To-day it treats 3,698 patients within its wards annually and 34,488 in its out-patient department. 
